ADOPTED - JUNE 28, 2022
AGENDA ITEM NO. 31

Introduced by the Law & Courts Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION HONORING RUSSEL CHURCH, CHIEF PUBLIC DEFENDER,

ON THE EVENT OF HIS RETIREMENT
RESOLUTION #22 – 326

WHEREAS, Russel Church began his career with Ingham County in September of 2007 as an Assistant Prosecuting Attorney in the Ingham County Prosecutor’s Office spending most of his time at 54-A and 54-B District Courts; and

WHEREAS, his first courtroom experience was with the Judge Advocate General Corps (JAG), after four years with JAG, he went into private practice with a firm in Tennessee, taking on most of the firm’s court-appointed cases; and

WHEREAS, Russel has practiced law for over 40 years, devoting most of his career to the criminal justice system; and 

WHEREAS, for seventeen years, Russel served as public defender in Tennessee where he tried over 350 jury trials as a defense attorney and has tried approximately the same number of cases as a prosecutor; and  
WHEREAS, Russel was appointed as Ingham County’s first Chief Public Defender in December of 2018, where he has developed an office that provides the kind of quality representation that anyone who faces the loss of their liberty deserves; and

WHEREAS, Russel will be retiring from his position as Chief Public Defender effective July 8, 2022.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby honors Russel Church on the event of his retirement and thanks him for his years of services to Ingham County.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board appreciates his dedication and commitment to providing excellent indigent defense services to those in need within the County of Ingham.   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board wishes him continued success with all of his future endeavors.  

LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Polsdofer, Celentino, Trubac, Cahill, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Slaughter     Approved  06/16/2022
